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When Wes Fowler retired last year from
39 years as a Kmart store manager, he
was ready to hang up his tie, relax, and
devote time to his hobbies and interests.
Little did he know that less than a year
later he would be back at work nearly
every weekday morning � this time
wearing colorful Disney character ties
and feeling an eagerness and excitement
he says comes from what he considers
one of the best jobs in the world: Being a
school volunteer.

Fowler spends four hours a day, four days
a week at Firgrove Elementary helping
students in first-grade classrooms and in
the Help One Student to Succeed
(HOSTS) reading program. He works with
children struggling in reading, accompa-
nies students to and from the hot lunch
line, makes flashcards, runs copies, brings
in cookies on special holidays, and shares
treasures such as sand dollars from beach
outings or animal skulls from past hunting
trips in Wyoming.

Teachers and students praise his dedica-
tion and caring personality, and the
Puyallup School District has named him
one of this year�s volunteers of the year.
Althea Riley, a volunteer at Rogers High
School, also received the honor.

Wendy Ramsaur, Coordinator of the
HOSTS program, says Fowler is �dedi-
cated beyond belief. He is totally commit-
ted to Firgrove and the kids here. He is
very businesslike � always in his tie �
and is a good role model. He also asks
questions about what we do to help kids
learn and wants that knowledge.�

Fowler says the most rewarding part of his
volunteer work is seeing a child make
progress. Since starting the HOSTS
program last fall, all three students he
works with have shown significant gains in
their reading skills, in some cases advanc-
ing nearly two grade levels.

�Sometimes when I sit there and hear them
struggling to read, I will watch their lips
and hear them whisper the word under
their breath. For some, it�s just giving
them confidence.�

Second grader Drake Blough was all smiles
during a recent session with Fowler as he
quickly read through a book, stopping only

occasionally to look up at his reading buddy
for help. �I like him because he helps me on
words when I get stuck.� Blough�s mother,
Jennifer, says, �You can definitely see a big
improvement in his reading.�

The father of three grown daughters
started volunteering last fall after seeing a
sign in the school hallway calling for
people to help students with reading skills.
He started in the HOSTS program, which
pairs tutors with struggling readers, then
offered to come in two hours earlier each
morning to volunteer wherever there was a
need.  First-grade teachers Stefani Fersch
and Jessica Smith quickly invited him to
help in their classrooms.

�Wes is a very helpful, caring man,� says
Fersch. �He truly loves watching the
children learn and improve and is very
willing to complete any task assigned.�

Service has always been an integral part of
Fowler�s life. After high school he served
four years as an aircraft electrician in the
US Air Force. During his 39 years with
Kmart, he volunteered with a variety of
organizations including the Elks Club,
Crime Stoppers, and United Way. Fowler
also recently completed the Washington

Volunteer of  the Year Wes Fowler reads with second grader Drake
Blough at Firgrove Elementary School.

�He truly loves watching the
children learn and improve...�

Stefani Fersch

State University Master Gardener program
and volunteered at the children�s booth at
the Spring Fair.

His grandson, Dakota Fowler, is a sixth
grader at Firgrove and lives with Fowler
and  his wife, Sally, a nurse at Madigan
Army Medical Center. Even when Dakota
moves on to junior high, Fowler says he is
committed to coming back to help at
Firgrove. �The kids enjoy it. You can see it
in their faces.  They will give me a smile
or a hug when I walk into class. How
could I disappoint those kids?�

A soft-spoken man with a quick wit, the
61-year-old Fowler is modest and even
embarrassed to talk about his volunteer of
the year award. �There are tons of people
who work hard. I think it�s everyone
working together that makes a difference.�

See related articles on volunteer awards
on page 6.
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Volunteers ... making a difference for children
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Supported by families and our diverse com-
munity, the Puyallup School District challenges
students to achieve their academic, creative,
and physical potential.

Connections Editorial PConnections Editorial PConnections Editorial PConnections Editorial PConnections Editorial Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy
Connections is published periodically by
the Puyallup School District as part of  a
communications link between the District
and the community.  Its intent and purpose
is to provide the Board and District staff a
venue to inform community members about
programs, goals, and activities of  public
education in the Puyallup School District.
Please direct questions or comments to
Karen Hansen, Administrative Assistant to
the Superintendent, PO Box 370, Puyallup
WA 98371 or telephone (253) 841-8703 or
email khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.  Re-
sponses, as appropriate, will be provided
directly to those who contact this office.

CoorCoorCoorCoorCoordinadinadinadinadinatortortortortor::::: Karen Hansen
EditorEditorEditorEditorEditor: : : : : Susan Gifford
TTTTTececececechnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: Dale Carrington
ContribContribContribContribContributing Wuting Wuting Wuting Wuting Writerriterriterriterriters: s: s: s: s: Brynn Blanchard,
Susan Gifford

Puyallup School District No. 3 complies with
all federal rules and regulations and does
not discriminate on the basis of race, creed,
color, marital status, age, national origin,
religion, or disability. This holds true for all
students who are interested in participating
in educat ional  programs and/or
extracurricular activities. Inquiries
regarding compliance procedures may be
directed to the District's Title IX/RCW
28A.640 Of f icer and Section 504
Coordinator (William L. Welk, Executive
Director of  Human Resources) at 302
Second Street SE, Puyallup, WA 98372.
Phone:  (253) 841-8645.

The research is very clear � children who
have parents and other adults involved in
their learning earn higher grades, and they
stay in school longer.  Increasing family
and community involvement in children�s
learning has become a special focus in
school reform efforts.

I am very proud of our District�s efforts to
engage parents and community members
in our schools.  Over the past four years,
all of our schools have strengthened their
parent and community volunteer programs
� currently, we have over 2,500 active
volunteers in our schools. These volun-
teers help in classrooms, on playgrounds,
in offices, and in a variety of other
locations throughout our schools.  You
will meet two of these volunteers in this
newsletter.  Althea Riley and Wes Fowler

were selected as this year�s Puyallup
School District�s volunteers of the year.  I
am very proud of these two special
volunteers and very appreciative of the
time they spend with our students.

Volunteers and school-community
partnerships are critical to the success of
our students, and we are very fortunate to
be supported by community members who

give generously of their time.  Here are
just a few examples:

Our Communities in Schools program is
another rich resource for our schools. Werlin
tutors provide assistance in reading to
children at Stewart and soon at Spinning
Elementary School. Tutors spend approxi-
mately one hour per week with their child �
one-on-one time that pays off in improved
reading achievement. This program is made
possible by outside grants and by the financial
and volunteer support of Good Samaritan
Hospital and the downtown Kiwanis.

We also continue our very successful
HOSTS reading partnership programs at
both Wildwood and Firgrove elementary
schools.  One-on-one tutoring is offered
by a wide range of volunteers.

Partnerships with our faith community have
led to individual school partnerships and
many other sources of volunteers.  This
partnership began in 2000 with monthly
meetings with our community faith leaders.
These meetings resulted in our co-sponsor-
ship of a partnership workshop where faith
leaders and educators met to learn about the
First Amendment and its implications for
education and for faith-based partnerships.
A subcommittee of faith leaders and
educators is planning a follow-up workshop
this fall.

These examples represent only a few of
the ways in which parents and community
members are involved in our children�s
learning � providing help and support
wherever needed. The many hours of
volunteer time contributed by our parents
and community members makes a real
difference for our children.

Susan GourSusan GourSusan GourSusan GourSusan Gourleleleleleyyyyy
Superintendent

A reception and open house will be held
Tuesday, June 1 in honor of Puyallup
School District Superintendent Susan
Gourley, who leaves June 30 to become
superintendent of Lincoln Public Schools
in Nebraska. The event is open to the
public and is scheduled to begin at 3 pm
at Karshner Museum, 309 Fourth Street
NE, Puyallup.  For more information,
contact Karen Hansen at (253) 841-8703.

More than 300 students from 21 schools participated in this year�s
District Science Fair held last month during the Spring Fair at the
Western Washington Fairgrounds. Lauren Drury, third grader at
Fruitland Elementary, shares her project with Steve Mortensen, a
volunteer judge. Drury won honorable mention for her project.

Science Explorations 2004
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Museum highlights

Kathy
Afflerbaugh
School Board
Member

Thank you, volunteers, for giving time, talents, and energy
Since the tragedies of September 11, 2001,
it has been said that volunteerism in the
United States has increased. Yes,
volunteerism is a unique part of the
American heritage, and is no exception in
the Puyallup School District. This is the
time of year that we recognize and
acknowledge our many volunteers for
giving their time, talents, and energy to
our District and students.

The �spirit of giving� is very apparent in
all of our schools. From actively-involved
parent-teacher-student organizations, to
site councils, reading tutors, and chaper-
ones for many activities (the list goes on!),
our volunteers take an active interest in the
education of Puyallup children.

Few activities produce such great

benefits for so many as volunteering.
Everyone involved in our public schools
� teachers, parents, administrators and,

something back to the community,� �I
feel good about myself,� and �I�m
learning a lot from this experience.�

Volunteering in schools has never been
more important. Teachers cannot do it all
and provide the individual attention that
many students need. Teachers know when
a student will benefit from extra help and
attention, and our volunteers can help
provide that difference for the student.
Volunteers can help children value
education and get past the things that are
challenging them in their school day. One
volunteer summed it up well: �Educating
children is an investment in everyone�s
future, not just the children�s or families.
It�s going to help businesses and the
elderly � because they�re going to have
better educated people caring for them and

most importantly students � reap great
rewards when parents and community
members volunteer even as little as an
hour a month. Ask a volunteer about his
experience and you will hear a variety of
responses: �Volunteering is addictive. It�s
a stress reliever � just enjoying those
little people,� �Gives me a chance to give

give them a higher quality of life.�

There is no greater service than that of our
volunteers in our School District. Oppor-
tunities for meaningful involvement in the
Puyallup school district are abundant and
crucial to meeting its goals. Research has
shown that when parents and community
are involved in children�s learning at
school, children benefit in many ways.
Parent and community involvement has
been linked to decreased dropout rates,
improved student behavior, motivation,
and academic performance. To all of the
volunteers in our School District, I say a
heartfelt and grateful �thank you� for the
time, talent, and treasures you give to
the children of the Puyallup school
community. You are a valuable resource
and asset!

Firgrove receives $1,000 donation for news program

Celebrating the Boeing Employees Credit Union�s (BECU) $1,000
donation to Firgrove Elementary School�s Kid Witness News program
are (from left): Production Manager Bobbi-Jo Schaapveld, BECU
Puyallup Express Center Service Manager Lou Wilson, Firgrove Music
Teacher and news program staff  liaison David Asplund, Production
Manager Austin Larson, Station Manager Ryan Maxfield, Principal Glenn
Malone, and Librarian and Staff  Liaison Debbie Douglas.

Lou Wilson, Service Manager of the
Boeing Employees Credit Union
(BECU) Puyallup Express Center,
presented a $1,000 check last month to
representatives from Firgrove Elemen-
tary School�s Kid Witness News
program to go toward the purchase of
new equipment for the school�s closed-
circuit television program.

Several students and staff members
accepted the donation during a Puyallup
School Board meeting on behalf of the
student news program.  They thanked
Wilson by presenting her with a Kid
Witness News T-shirt.  Staff liaisons
Debbie Douglas and David Asplund
joined Principal Glenn Malone in
thanking Wilson for the donation.
Douglas says the money will go toward
purchasing a soundboard.

Firgrove launched Kid Witness News this
year, and the program is run by students
in grades four through six. Zeiger and
Maplewood elementary schools have
similar programs. This is the second time
BECU has donated to the Puyallup
School District. Last fall, BECU teamed
with Top Food & Drug to provide $2,000
worth of back-to-school supplies for
students in need.

The School District is seeking donations
of photos and memorabilia of Puyallup
students and schools from 1854-2004 as
part of its 150th Anniversary celebration
that begins in fall, 2004. Scrapbooks,
yearbooks, report cards, other written
materials, and photos can be dropped
off weekdays between 10 am and 2 pm
through June 17 at Stewart Elementary
School, 426 Fourth Avenue NE,
Puyallup. Donations will be accepted
over summer at the School District
Education Service Center, 302 Second
Street SE. Larger donations must first be
approved by calling Steve Crowell,
Director of the Karshner Museum, at
(253) 841-8748.

Next month the Museum will celebrate
the completion of a yearlong project in
which an 11-foot-long cedar log has
been carved into a canoe and painted.
The Family Day is scheduled from 10
am to 2 pm Saturday, June 5 and will
include Native American stories and
music. Karshner Museum is located at
309 Fourth Street NE, Puyallup.
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Superintendent search continues this month
The search for a new superintendent
continues as the School Board is sched-
uled to interview potential finalists this
month and may offer someone the top
leadership post as early as May 27.

The individual selected as superintendent
will replace Susan Gourley, who leaves
June 30, 2004 to become superintendent
of Lincoln Public Schools in Nebraska.

In March, the Board hired Dr. Dennis
Ray, founder and President of Northwest
Leadership Associates, to assist the
District in conducting its nationwide
search. The search firm, which is based

Summer School
registration under way E. Arthur Larson Center for the Performing Arts

in Eastern Washington, held meetings in
March for parents, community members,
and school staff inviting them to assist in
defining the challenges of the position
and the qualities and qualifications
being sought in candidates. The public
was also invited to provide input
through a survey tool located on the
School District website.

Based upon the input received during
those meetings in March, the Board of
Directors identified opportunities and
challenges that the superintendent will
lead the staff and community in addressing
in the coming years. These opportunities

and challenges, as well as a history of the
District and a tentative timeline for the
search and selection process, are included
in �An invitation to apply� brochure. The
brochure is accessible on the District
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

�A good superintendent search starts with
hearing from our stakeholders, and we are
appreciative of the information we have
received from our community, staff, and
students,� says School Board President
Greg Heath. �Their comments will be
carefully weighed and considered as we
interview the candidates and work toward
finding the best person possible.�

The dedication of the E. Arthur Larson
Center for the Performing Arts at Rogers
High School drew a broad range of
community members, friends, family,
staff, former students, and administrators
at a reception on the opening night of the
musical �Hello, Dolly!�

As the first principal at Rogers High
School when it opened 35 years ago, Art
Larson�s support of the performing arts
was instrumental in establishing the
school culture that has allowed the arts to
flourish at Rogers.  A group of commu-
nity members initiated the naming
process about a year and a half ago in
recognition of the success of the perform-
ing arts at Rogers.

�Sometimes good things don�t come
easy,� says Puyallup School Board
member Lloyd Freudenstein.  �This
process started fifteen or sixteen months
ago, so it�s great to be here to celebrate
the naming.�  A community group formed
to hold public forums and generate ideas
for the naming of the facility.  In the end,
the group decided to advance Larson�s
name in honor of his long-standing
support of the arts.

�I think it�s totally appropriate that the
performing arts center at Rogers is named
for Art,� says Larry Carney, a retired
Rogers High School and Puyallup School
District administrator.  �His enthusiasm
for the performing arts from the day

Rogers opened and his role in supporting
it in the District at large make it a natural
choice.�

At the reception, guests enjoyed refresh-
ments and laughs as school and District
officials praised Larson�s support of the
arts. Milly and Jerry Lider, long-time
friends of Larson�s, were pleased to join
the celebration.  Larson and Jerry both
started careers in public education at about

the same time after serving in the Navy
together during World War II.  �I think
this is fabulous and a great honor,� says
Milly Lider.  �He really deserves this
recognition.�

�It�s truly an honor,� says Larson.  �I
tried to be the kind of principal who gave
teachers the opportunity to operate
within broad guidelines so they could do
what they were hired to do.�

Call for bus drivers
The District is looking for people
interested in working as school bus
drivers. The job is excellent for people
who enjoy driving and children, want
part-time hours with benefits, prefer
summers and holidays off work, have
clean driving records, and are at least
21 years old. Salary starts at $11.75 per
hour. Applications are available at the
Education Service Center, 302 Second
St. SE, Puyallup and must be accompa-
nied by a �5-year complete� driving
abstract (D.O.L.). For more informa-
tion, contact Driver Trainer Betsy
Ceccanti at (253) 841-8669.

Registration for this year�s summer
school is under way and continues
through June 30. Summer classes begin
July 1 and conclude July 30. Brochures
detailing classes and session times are
available at each of the District�s 31
schools.

Elementary summer school classes will
be held at Zeiger Elementary School
from 8:15 am to 12:30 pm.  Children can
participate in classes that will help them
develop and retain basic skills necessary
to start a new school year.  Enrichment
classes will also be offered to advance
their athletic, artistic, and academic
abilities.  Students will be able to learn
valuable skills, become well prepared for
their new grade level, and meet new
friends, says Susan Templin, Elementary
Principal.

Two sessions of junior and senior high
school classes will be held at Rogers
High School. One session runs from 7:15
to 10:30 am, and the second session is
from 10:45 am to 2 pm. Credit retrieval
classes are being offered in core subjects
such as English, math, and social studies.

Enrollment is limited, and early registra-
tion is recommended. For more informa-
tion, contact Susan Templin, Elementary
Principal, at (253) 840-8956 or David
Rosdahl, Secondary Principal, at (253)
841-8792. 

Art Larson with Rogers High School �Hello, Dolly!� cast members
(from left) Jonathan Fox, Maggie Smith, and Tristan Morris.
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High School students� Raku pots and pen
drawing win top honors at Dan Vesey Exhibit

Citizens Committee formed to
oversee school bond projects

A collection of stacked Raku pots and a detailed pen
drawing created on a piece of binder paper incorporating
classroom science notes have won top honors this year in
the seventh annual Dan Vesey Exhibit.

The winning pieces joined 38 other elementary, junior
high, and high school student art entries displayed through-
out March at the Karshner Museum. Several hundred other
student art pieces were also featured at Puyallup School
District offices and the Puyallup Public Library in celebra-
tion of National Youth Art Month.

The two top award winners, who each received $75, are
Rogers High School senior Samie Stamaris for three-
dimensional art and Walker High School junior Jonathan
Hendershot for two-dimensional art. Their work becomes
part of the School District�s growing collection of
permanent student art on display at the District�s Educa-
tion Service Center on the corner of Pioneer Avenue and
Second Street in downtown Puyallup.

Stamaris� winning art is a collection of four Raku pots
shaped like elephant feet and stacked vertically graduating
in size from the largest on the bottom to the smallest on
top. Similar pots
designed by the
Rogers High
student won Best
of Show last
spring at the
Puyallup Fair. One
of her paintings
also received the
prestigious Pierce
County
Executive�s Award
earlier this year.

Raku, originating
in 16th century
Japan, is a firing
technique where a
clay pot is fired,
glazed, then fired
again until half-
finished in a
propane, clam-
shaped kiln. The
piece is then
transferred to a
trash can filled
with sawdust and
newspaper. A lid is
put on, the materials inside catch fire, and the trapped heat
and smoke releases color in the glaze. �You never know how
the glaze will react or what the exact color will be when it�s

done,� says the 18-year-old Stamaris, who designed
the piece in Cynthia Fabulich-Tate�s studio art class.

Hendershot, of Walker High, says it took nearly 30
hours to fully complete his intricate drawing, which
he says depicts a sad face of an older man defined
with wrinkles and a tear spilling down his cheek.
The 19-year-old has never taken an art class but
taught himself drawing skills by referring to library
books. He used a combination of blue ballpoint and
neon green pens to create the design. He started the
piece one day in science class on the same piece of
binder paper on which he had taken notes. Science
terminology runs across the man�s forehead and
beneath his chin, and Hendershot later added the
words �mind power� in the location of the brain.

Hendershot says he started the design after the
events of September 11, 2001 as a way to express
his own sadness through his art. The student, who
was inspired to enter his drawing on the advice of
teacher Sally Uhl, says he is interested in pursuing a
career in music and art.

More than 100 people, including the student artists
and their families, friends, and teachers, attended
the Dan Vesey awards reception sponsored by
Valley Arts United. �The entries this year showed
tremendous talent and creativity on the part of our
students,� says District Art Specialist Debbie

Munson. Vesey, a retired art teacher who died seven years
ago, taught in the District for 30 years, most of which
were spent at Puyallup High School.

A committee of nine citizens has been appointed to
serve on a newly created Bond Oversight Committee to
oversee construction and renovation projects funded
from the $198.5 million bond measure approved by
voters in February.

The citizens who will serve staggered, three-year terms
on the committee are: Pete Addison, Alan Cunningham,
Pat Donovan, Joann Gaspard, Ben Heeb, Kevin Kever,
Eddie Rodriguez, Ellen Sas, and Dave Maxwell. The
School District Board of Directors unanimously ap-
proved the committee member appointments in March.
Membership will also include a newly created Capital
Projects Program Manager, the Director of Facilities, and
the Assistant Superintendent for Management Services.

The committee is advisory to the Board of Directors
and will consider things such as site selection, building
design, and project sequence, timeline, and budgets. It
will also keep abreast of plans developed by the
District�s Technology Steering Committee, which will
oversee the funded technology projects.  �Managing
bond projects of this magnitude will require careful
consideration and planning to assure maximum benefit
to our students and community,� says Debra Aungst,
Assistant Superintendent for Management Services.

One of the Bond Oversight Committee�s first tasks will
be to review a proposed timeline for the projects
identified in the bond. The existing plan proposes
opening the first new elementary school to be built,
Elementary #22, in September, 2007. Elementary #23
and the District�s seventh junior high school are
scheduled to open in the fall of 2008.

Work is scheduled to begin this summer on replacing
the roof at Ferrucci Junior High, the electrical system at
Northwood Elementary, and the heating and air
conditioning system at Rogers High pool.  Plans also
include installing classroom telephones (phase one of
the technology project) throughout the District by the
end of summer. Additionally, the District is moving
forward with the architectural selection process, site
search for Elementary #22, and permanent boundary
changes to accommodate the two new elementary
schools and junior high.

In related business, the Board agreed to take advantage of
favorable market conditions in March and approved the sale
of the first installment of bonds approved in the February 3
election. The District sold $85 million of the $198.5 million
in bonds at �a near historic low interest rate, which lowers
the tax burden on taxpayers,� says Shaun Taylor, Director of
Business Services. The $85 million was the maximum
amount the District could sell at this time.

Rogers High student Samie Stamaris
with her winning Raku pots.

Walker High student Jonathan Hendershot
with his winning drawing.
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Mt. View Elementary volunteer
coordinator wins Award of Merit

Rogers High School volunteer loves being �with the kids�

Rogers High School volunteer Althea Riley (left) helps Melissa Hailey
at the Attendance Office.

Wendy Finney (center), Volunteer Coordinator at Mt. View Elementary
School, visits with parent helpers (from left) Rhonda Gallucci and
Kim Rowe.

It�s easy to find Althea Riley at Rogers
High School.  Whether she is working at
the Attendance Office counter, popping
popcorn at the concession stand, or
painting banners for an art show, she is
usually surrounded by students.

After three years as a regular Rogers
volunteer, many students treat her like
family, stopping a moment between admit
slips or classes to tell her about things
that are important in their lives.

Riley has been recognized for her volunteer
service by being named as one of this year�s
District volunteers of the year.  �She is
extremely deserving,� says Linnea Wright,
Attendance Specialist. �She knows how to
relate to the students and is very easygoing.�

Riley spends every Thursday in the
attendance office beginning at 7 am by
answering phone calls from parents
reporting absences. As the clock nears
7:30 am, she moves to the counter to help
a line of students who need admit slips or
help with other questions. She frequently
drops in on other days of the week as
well to help and is considered the
resident decorator at holidays, drawing
on her college training in interior design.

In addition to helping in the Attendance
Office, Riley helps train students to work at
the Booster Club concession stand. She is
often the first one in the booth and the last
one out four hours later after helping
prepare hot dogs, pop popcorn, and clean

up. This spring she created a local scholar-
ship database for the Career and Counsel-
ing Center and developed a reference book
for students to check the status of scholar-
ship applications. Last summer she
performed the tedious task of checking

more than 1,000 student files in the
Attendance Office to make sure paper-
work was filed in the proper place.

As a parent of a senior, some of her
volunteer service ties in with her
teenager�s activities. Her daughter,
Merritt, is art club president and pom
team co-captain, and her mother has
helped set up, host, and paint banners for
art shows and do fund-raising, snacks,
car-pooling, and the newsletter for the
pom team. �I just love doing things
where I�m with the kids,� says Riley.

Nancy Diseth, coordinator of the Rogers
volunteer programs, says Riley �is totally
kid-oriented, she loves this age group, and
shows it daily.� Art teacher Debbie Munson
adds, �Her positive energy is greatly
appreciated by the art department students
and staff. I�m always impressed with her
willingness to step in and help. She is a
great role model for volunteerism.�

Riley is a veteran volunteer in this
District, having helped throughout her
daughter�s elementary and secondary
education. She also is secretary of the
Communities in Schools Board of
Directors.

Wendy Finney is an advocate for volunteers,
and she takes her role seriously. She wants
parents and community members to feel
successful and appreciated in their efforts,
which she says is vital to a successful school.

It�s not uncommon in the morning before
the school bell rings to see the main office
at Mt. View Elementary filled with
volunteers bustling about with art projects
in hand, making classroom copies, or
organizing fund raisers. In her position as
volunteer coordinator, she oversees an
impressive 70 regular volunteers in this
North Hill school of 337 students.

Finney makes sure helpers get their
background checks and fingerprints, watch
a training video, receive a volunteer
handbook, and most of all feel comfort-

able and successful in their roles, whether
in the classroom or on field trips. She
meets one-on-one with each volunteer
when they first begin and routinely follows
up on their progress throughout the year.

A second-grade teacher at Mt. View,
Finney has been recognized this year for
her dedication to the volunteer program by
receiving the School District�s fifth annual
Award of Merit. The award is given
annually to a District program coordinator.
She has been coordinating the volunteer
program for the past three years.

�I am so impressed with the positive
connections Wendy makes with our
volunteers and staff,� says Principal Chrys

continued on page 7
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Students win State, national awards in ReflectionsVolunteer coordinator
continued from page 6

Sweeting. �She responds to questions,
needs, and concerns quickly and
thoughtfully. Her consistent, friendly,
and organized effort strengthens the Mt.
View volunteer program.�

Volunteers say the key to the program�s
success has been Finney�s organization,
including placing a rolling cart with pull-
out baskets just inside the office door.
Here volunteers sign in, locate photo and
name badges, record their hours served,
and pick up extra copies of volunteer
handbooks.

Finney surveyed Mt. View staff at the
beginning of the year to determine
volunteer opportunities, then matched
helpers as they turned in their applica-
tions. This year she also developed a
spreadsheet showing in what classrooms
volunteers are assigned and, in some
cases, their special duties and skills,
such as being an art docent.

Sharing successful strategies to use with
volunteers is also an important part of her
coordinator role. Finney networks with
other school volunteer coordinators, who
meet as a group several times a year, and
shares information with fellow Mt. View
staff on how to use volunteers effectively.

In her own classroom, Finney publishes
a two-month calendar showing what
days and times volunteers are scheduled.
She also sets a plastic tub on an entry
table containing a �to do� list for
classroom helpers and any special
instructional materials such as flashcards
for students who need one-on-one help
with words or sounds.

�When I come in, she puts me right to
work. I don�t have to sit and twiddle my
thumbs. She is very organized,� says
parent volunteer Rhonda Gallucci.

Finney also believes strongly in showing
volunteers appreciation. Each spring she
plans a breakfast for all of the school�s
volunteers and often hands out small
gifts such as notepads or pens with fun
messages of thanks. �It�s important to let
them know how valuable they are to the
whole educational process.�

Alexa Villanueva says she feels �really
happy� when she sees television and
newspaper images showing service men
and women arriving home from war to
family and friends.

The 10-year-old pulled out her set of colored
markers one day and captured those happy
feelings in a drawing � a drawing that went
on to receive a top award at the National
PTA Reflections competition after receiving
first place in Washington.

Villanueva�s art received an Award of
Excellence last month at the National PTA
competition. Of 50 entries � one from
each of the 50 states in intermediate visual
arts � Villanueva�s drawing was one of
three recognized with an Award of Excel-
lence. The fourth grader at Fruitland
Elementary student receives a silver medal,
certificate, and $200 check.

�Alexa has already been recognized by the
Washington State PTA, and this is an
added bonus for her here,� says Jane
Wood, Arts and Education Program
Coordinator for the National PTA.

At the State level, Villanueva�s winning
entry was one of 16 from more than 1,000
considered for judging that received first
place honors and advanced to the National
PTA level. Students were asked to submit
entries based on this year�s theme, �I am
really happy when...�

Rebecca Harris, a sixth
grader from Spinning
Elementary won second
place in the State
competition in litera-
ture, and six other
District students took
honorable mentions in
the various categories.
The students received
their recognitions
earlier this month at the

annual State PTA Convention in SeaTac.

Harris placed at State with her literature
entry, �The Concert,� describing one of
her fifth-grade concert performances and
how happy she feels when she is playing
the viola. Honorable mentions this year
were awarded to: Amber Vincent, Hunt

Elementary, photography; Randy Stemp,
Riverside Elementary, film/video; Ashton
Zeth,  Karshner Elementary, visual arts;
Christian Braddock, Meeker Elementary,
photography; Cheyenne Thomas, Mt.
View Elementary, film/video; and Tonya
Yu, Zeiger Elementary, dance.

The Reflections program encourages
students in pre-school through grade 12 to
create and submit works of art in litera-
ture, musical composition, photography,
visual arts, dance, and film/video.

Alexa Villanueva shares her visual arts Reflections entry,
�Homecoming,� that won State and national recognition.

School District 2004-05 calendar
The following dates have been estab-
lished for the 2004-2005 school year. The
last day of school, other non-school days,
and early release days will be released
following the conclusion of negotiations
between the School District and the
Puyallup Education Association.
 
First Day of School:  Wednesday,
September 8, 2004

Veteran�s Day Holiday: Thursday,
November 11

Thanksgiving Break: Thursday,
November 25 to Friday, November 26

Winter Break: Monday, December 20 to
Friday, December 31

Martin Luther King Holiday: Monday,
January 17, 2005 

Mid-Winter Break: Friday, February 18
to Monday, February 21
 
Spring Break: Monday, April 4 to Friday,
April 8

Memorial Day Holiday: Monday, May
30 

Rebecca
Harris

Villanueva says she was surprised and
honored when she learned she won
national recognition. Her image uses
bright colors to show people waving and
smiling on shore as military personnel on
a ship approach land with fireworks
exploding in the distance.

�I was trying to show how I felt really
happy when the soldiers from the
military come home from the war. Their
families are always so happy,� she says,
adding she chose vibrant colors to help
express her emotions.
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Student athletes excel in
winter sports programs
From the mat, to the vault, to the hoops,
student athletes earned local and
statewide recognition during the winter
sports season.

Several teams and individual students
from all three high schools advanced to
State competitions and secured one of the
top four spots among their peers through-
out Washington.

For the second year in a row, Rogers

Puyallup High School junior Ryan Johnson
(right) plays defense in the State basketball
playoff  game against Walla Walla High
School.

(photo courtesy of John Kolano, Viking Vanguard Sports Editor)

High School�s wrestling team, coached
by Dave Johnston, advanced to a fourth
place finish at the State Mat Classic
tournament in February at the Tacoma
Dome. Johnston was named Region II
and South Puget Sound League (SPSL)
wrestling Coach of the Year.

Several individual wrestlers also placed
in the top four spots at the State contest
in their respective weight divisions.
Emerald Ridge High student Brynsen
Brown and Rogers High student Jon

Bauer took second
places,  and Rogers High
students Kraig Wilson
and Noland Raybell
placed fourth.

In addition, Emerald
Ridge, Puyallup, and
Rogers high schools
wrestling teams all
placed in the top five
spots in the regional
wrestling tournament this
year, with Rogers High
taking first place.

In gymnastics, Rogers
High senior Lyndsay
Skoda vaulted her way to
the State�s all-around
title at the Class 4A State
Gymnastics Champion-
ship (see article on page
6). The Rogers High
gymnastics team,
coached by Heather
Renner, took second
place at that competition,
and Renner was chosen
as the SPSL gymnastics
Coach of the Year.

Puyallup High School�s
boys basketball team
advanced in March to the
State tournament at the
Tacoma Dome. This was
exciting post-season play

for the Vikings, who won their first game,
barely lost the next in overtime, and kept a
narrow point margin in the final match-up.

Puyallup and Rogers high school
students won gold medals in basketball
at the Southwest Regional Special
Olympics tournament this winter. Both
teams then competed and took home
silver medals at the State�s winter games
competition in March in Wenatchee.
Puyallup High School�s Unified Boys
and Girls purple squad basketball team,
coached by Ann Carpenter, won second
place at that State tournament, as did the
Special Olympics team from Rogers,
coached by Amy Swim and Denise
Spears. Puyallup High student Paul
Hazen placed fourth and Stuart
Lawrence placed third in individual
skills. Rogers High sophomore Stephen
Brownlee also won bronze for individual
skills, and senior Nick Then carried the
Special Olympics flag during the
opening ceremonies.

In swimming. Puyallup High student Alex
Rantz swam his way into fourth place in
State in the 500-yard freestyle swim.

In other winter sports accomplishments:

Puyallup High student Christal Morrison was
named the 2003
Washington State
Gatorade Volleyball
Player of the Year. A
National Advisory
Board, made up of
sports writers and sport-
specific experts from
across the country,
selected Christal as the
top volleyball player in
Washington, making her
a member of the

prestigious Gatorade Circle of Champions.

Kaitlyn Sauders, a fifth grader at Firgrove
Elementary in the Puyallup Family Co-op,
won the State�s �Hoop Shoot Contest,�
making 20 out of 25 free throws in the Elks
Club contest. She also placed second at the
regional competition, which included students
from Washington, Alaska, Oregon, and Idaho.

Troy Halfaday, head football coach at
Ballou Junior High, received the Washing-
ton State Coaches Association Coach of the
Year Award for the West Central District.

Rogers High School Special Olympics basketball team (back row from
left): Matt Bienvenu, Brian Moon, Nick Then, Stephen Brownlee,
Jacob Welsh, and Reece Spears. (Front row from left): Coach Amy
Swim, Koko Johnson, Jessica Day, Tommy Adamkiewicz, Joshua
Wilson-Johnson, and Coach Denise Spears.

Christal
Morrison

(photo courtesy of Ken Welsh)
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High school gymnast vaults her way to State title

Athletic leader receive
State and national
recognitions

The Rogers High School drama and
choir programs have been named
Academic Champions by the Washington
Interscholastic Activities Association
(WIAA). Both programs recorded the
highest cumulative grade point average
last semester among Class 4A high
schools statewide. WIAA sponsors an
awards program that recognizes the
academic achievement of high school
athletic teams and activity programs.

The Rogers choir program, under the
direction of Pat Michel, topped all other
choir programs from similar-sized high
schools in the State with a 3.410 team
GPA. The school�s drama program,
under the direction of Bill Wernofsky,
was named Academic Champions with a
3.599 team GPA.

Rogers High choir,
drama programs are
Academic Champions

District Athletic Director Terry Cavender
has been named the Northwest District
Athletic Director of the Year by the
National Council of Secondary School
Athletic Directors. He is one of six
District winners honored with this award
nationwide who received the honor
during a special awards presentation last
month in New Orleans.

The Northwest Region represents a five-
state area from Idaho to Alaska.

Last spring Cavender was named
Washington State Athletic Director of
the Year, and earlier last year he was
named Athletic Director of the Year for
the West Central District and the South
Puget Sound League.

Cavender is responsible for monitoring
the junior high and high school athletic
programs and supervises approximately
250 coaches and 4,700 student athletes.

Lyndsay
Skoda

What a difference a year makes.

Last spring, with her hopes set on a
possible State championship in gymnastics,
Lyndsay Skoda�s dreams fell apart. One
moment she was running full speed down
the mat prepared to take her last vault of
the day, and the next moment she balked,
fell, and broke her hand during practice two
days before the District finals.

At the hospital and with her hand throb-
bing, she learned the worst � either have
surgery or live the rest of her life with a
deformed hand. Her season was over, but
she found solace in the fact she had one
more year at Rogers High School to make

her dreams come true.

With that experience
as her driver, the
senior says she
advanced to the State
finals this spring
�determined to win.�

In her final and best
event of the competi-
tion, Skoda vaulted
her way into the

winning circle as the State�s first place All-
Around Class 4A gymnastics champion. �I
think I came back stronger this year and
was more prepared to do what I wanted.�

Skoda spends four hours a day, five days a
week after school lifting weights, condi-

Rogers High School senior Lyndsay Skoda
demonstrates a wolf  jump on the balance beam.

tioning, and practic-
ing the four events:
balance beam, vault,
uneven parallel bars,
and floor. This
month, she advances
to a national compe-
tition in Texas. She is
the only high school
senior in Washington
selected to compete
in all four events on
the national team.

Having a mother who
worked as a gymnas-
tics coach, Skoda
started in the field at
age three doing
cartwheels and rolls.
She began competing
at age seven. Her
favorite event is the
floor, where she says
she enjoys putting
some personality and
character into her
dance routines. The
vault, however,  is
her best scoring
event.

At 5�7�, the 17-year-
old is taller than
most gymnasts. One of her strongest
assets, says her high school coach

Heather Renner, is her strength. �She
works very hard and is a very strong
gymnast. She also works well and is a
good role model for beginners on the
team.�

The teenager says she rarely gets nervous
at competitions, because, �nerves are what
kill you. You have to relax and do your
best.� She does admit, however, to saying
a few special words as part of her mental
preparation before each event. Minutes
before she competes on the balance beam,
for example, she says, �I own you,� and in
bars,  �Swing bars baby.�

As graduation nears, Skoda looks forward
to the next chapter in her life. She has
mailed out recruiting tapes with the hope
of continuing gymnastics in college. She
plans to major in molecular biology.

Athletic Director
receives national
recognition

Sunrise Elementary fair draws crowd
More than 400 students, friends, and
family members attended a combined
Health, Fitness, Nutrition, and Science
Fair in March hosted by Sunrise Elemen-
tary.

Community organizations such as the
YMCA, American Heart Association,
Celebrate Seniority, and Bally�s filled the
school gym with information and
demonstration booths. Thirty members
from the Mel Korum YMCA, for ex-
ample, took the stage and presented
demonstrations from the junior fitness,
gymnastics, and martial arts programs.

Students in grades four, five, and six
displayed more than 60 projects on tri-
fold presentation boards on critical
health, fitness, and nutrition issues.
Primary students presented science
projects in preparation for last month�s
District competition.

In adjoining rooms, Cascade Blood
Services accepted blood from donors, and
20 pints were donated during the event.

This community outreach experience was
made possible in part by a grant from the
Summit Uniserv Council.
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Paul Fridlund makes history come alive.

The fourth-grade teacher at Wildwood
Elementary School is a living link to the
earliest days of Washington�s history,
having recently completed nearly three
years of research and reporting for his
latest book, Washington�s Story: The
CONQUEST. The self-published book is a
window to the people and events that
shaped this State from the arrival of fur
traders in 1811 to the creation of the
Washington territory in 1858.

Fridlund uses first-person accounts found in
diaries, journals, and newspaper articles
throughout his 300-page book and in his
classroom to help teach his students not
only to understand how the men, women,
and children lived during these early times,
but also to instill in students a passion for
writing and recording history themselves.

�Puyallup is one of the richest areas in
terms of history,� says Fridlund. �Some-
times the kids and I will all sit in a circle
in the classroom, like around a campfire,
and I�ll get them fired up about writing a
great story. And when I talk about editing,
it�s real for them because I share what I do
with my own writing.�

Fridlund often asks his students to record
their own memorable moments in history,
such as exciting moments during their
summer vacations or other eventful

Students are surrounded by historical
treasures in Fridlund�s classroom, includ-
ing a framed collection of arrowheads �
some of them his own � unearthed from
the banks of the Columbia River. Other
items on display include colorful trade
beads from Hudson Bay Company, tintype
photos, and a spike from the old trolley in
downtown Puyallup.

Superintendent Susan Gourley presented
Fridlund a certificate at a School Board
meeting earlier this year on behalf of the
City of Puyallup recognizing �the historical
significance� of his book. This is the sixth
book Fridlund has self-published. He also
wrote four books about his hometown of
Prosser, Washington, each covering a
different time period in the town�s develop-
ment. His fifth book was a biography of a
World War II prisoner of war.

Fridlund printed 2,000 editions of his
latest work and donated a copy to 40
public libraries in the State and Indian
Tribes in Washington and parts of
Oregon. The book is available at Borders
Books on South Hill, Central Perk in
Puyallup, and in the Puyallup Public
Library�s Northwest section.

The teacher and historian has years of

Teacher and author is living link to the past

journalism experience that assisted in the
reporting for this book. After college he
worked as a military journalist. Following
his discharge, he completed bachelor�s
degrees in journalism and history and a
master�s degree in history at Central
Washington University, where he also
served as managing editor and photo
editor of the newspaper. He left the
university to become editor of the
Grandview Herald in Eastern Washington
where he worked for nine years before
returning to Central to earn his teaching
credential. He moved to Puyallup 15 years
ago with his daughter and late wife and
has been teaching fourth grade at Wild-
wood ever since.

The death of his wife, Pat, six years ago
caused him to immerse himself in the
writing of his most recent book. His
priority now is to publish a sequel picking
up where he left off with this book,
featuring accounts of wheat and cattle
farmers who settled in the area.

Fridlund�s students say they are excited to
have a published author in their own back-
yard. �It makes me feel like I�ve got a really
cool teacher and I can learn a lot more from
him because he�s had first-hand experience,�
says 10-year-old Peyton Wiederspan.

Wildwood Elementary
hosts weekly story hour at
local apartment complex

Stewart Elementary sets
up simulated hospital

About a dozen Wildwood Elementary
students who live along Meridian Street
in the school�s attendance area have
been enjoying a weekly story hour led
by school staff in the cabana at Meridian
Firs Apartments.

This fall a staff member applied for and
received a $500 grant from Summit
Uniserv Council. A reading committee
working on the school�s Comprehensive
School Improvement Plan suggested the
idea for a story hour, which began in
January and continues through June.

Every Thursday from 5 to 6 pm, guest
readers who are members of the Wild-
wood staff share a story, craft, and
snack. The readers are different each
week and feature paraeducators,
certificated, and classified employees.
�It�s a fun way for the students to see
their teachers and others in a different
environment,� says Synnove Turner,
second grade teacher. �The parents that
accompany their children seem to enjoy
the interaction time, too.�

Stewart Elementary School fifth graders
recently simulated a hospital setting in
their classroom to learn how medical
facilities and insurance companies work
and how to make wise choices as
consumers.

Fifth graders in Michael Coon�s class
created the mock hospital unit and
insurance companies and invited David
Gordon�s fourth graders to visit as
patients. The fourth graders were given
an overview of how hospitals and
insurance companies work and partici-
pated as consumers, trying to make
wise choices. When they purchased
their insurance policies, for example,
they had to balance the desire for a low
co-pay with what each policy covers
and the price. The hospital unit met
several curriculum areas, including
writing and health.

Paul Fridlund, a fourth-grade teacher and author, is surrounded by
his students and artifacts at Wildwood Elementary School.

experiences � �all those things that are
part of their world,� he  says.

The Puyallup resident then schedules an
entire day each May when he gives students
permission to take photographs. �I encour-
age parents to take pictures of their kids
eating breakfast that day or in their
bedroom as they get ready to leave for
school. I will then walk around and take
pictures of every kid at their desk, and they
can go take pictures of the counselor or the
principal. It�s a day in the life of a 10-year-
old, which we then put together in a book.�

�Sometimes the kids and I will all
sit in a circle in the classroom,
like around a campfire, and I�ll
get them fired up about writing a
great story.�

Paul Fridlund
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Students to boost reading
skills in summer academy
Nearly 400 students will get a jump-start in reading for
the next school year during an intensive summer
reading program at Stewart Elementary School.

The Summer Reading Academy is an expansion of a
trial program offered to 150 students last summer. This
year�s program serves 300 incoming second and fourth
graders and 75 incoming seventh graders identified by
classroom teachers as needing extra reading instruc-
tion. Students were selected based on their reading
performance in the classroom, as well as on District
and State reading assessments.

Research has shown that with a four-week intensive
literacy program, the reading level of students strug-
gling to achieve grade level can increase up to six
months. Instruction includes working on reading
fluency, comprehension, spelling, decoding letters and
sounds, and writing.

�The reward is a half year of growth in a 20-day pro-
gram,� says Patty Spangler, Executive Director of
Student Learning. �These are
students who we expect to make
significant progress once given the
opportunity.�

Students receive personalized and
focused attention in a classroom
setting of 15 students with one
teacher and a paraeducator. A sack
lunch and District bus transporta-
tion from selected stops are
provided at no cost to the students.

In addition to attending the program
daily from 8:15 am to 12:15 pm, students are expected
to spend at least 20 minutes each day doing reading
activities at home. Students track their reading progress
on a chart, and staff will continue  to evaluate their
academic growth  during the 2004-05 school year.

Susan Templin, District Language Arts Specialist, says
students enrolled in the trial last summer liked to read
by the end of the program. �They didn�t come in with
that same enthusiasm because it was a struggle for
them,� she says.

Students entering grades two, four, and seven were
targeted for the extra help because those grades are
viewed as significant years for students to master
certain skills, says Spangler. At grade two, school
districts statewide are required to report student
progress in reading. The Washington Assessment of
Student Learning, which asks students to demonstrate
skills in reading, writing, and math, is also given in
grades four and seven.

Patty
Spangler

National School Nurse Day is May 12

A scraped knee on the playground or
a nagging cough may land a student
in the school health room to see the
nurse, but these days school nursing
goes far beyond just first aid and
crisis response.  For the approxi-
mately 45,000 school nurses nation-
wide and 17 in the Puyallup School
District, school nursing may include
a vast array of community health
services.

National School Nurse Day is
celebrated this month on May 12 �
Florence Nightingale�s birthday and
the last day of National Nurses Week.

Puyallup School District nurse
Denise Vanaman oversees about
1,500 students in four schools on
North Hill.  Her week is divided
between Edgemont Junior High, Mt.
View Elementary, Hilltop Elemen-
tary, and Northwood Elementary.
Although the schools are close
enough together that she can leave a school to respond to
an emergency at another, she balances the challenges of
getting to know the students, families, and staff of four
separate schools.

For Vanaman, there is no typical day.  On a recent visit to
the health room at Edgemont Junior High, Vanaman was
preparing for a Care Team referral, scheduling a personal
hygiene class, preparing a special services report for a
student in the special education program, visiting the
Students Achieving Independent Living (SAIL) class to
check in with the teacher, responding to a behavior
specialist�s request for Children�s Emergency Funds for a
needy student, and assisting any students who came to the
health room.

On a regular basis, school nurses in the Puyallup School
District conduct scoliosis screening and re-checks to
check students for curvature to the spine.  In grades
kindergarten through three, and five through seven, nurses
screen every student�s vision, hearing, dental, height, and
weight.

School nurses operate with the philosophy that healthy
students learn better than unhealthy students, so they
work collectively to keep them accountable for learning
and reduce the barriers that keep them out of class.

Vanaman sees a decrease in the number of students taking

daily medications at school, which she believes may be
attributable to time-release medications now available for
ADHD, the most common prescriptions she administers
in schools.  School health practitioners overall have seen
an increase in the number of students with diabetes, and
an alarming trend of juveniles being diagnosed not with
juvenile onset diabetes, but Type 2 diabetes, which is
attributable to obesity.

�Obesity is a very serious problem we�re seeing,� says
Vanaman.  �Students who develop diabetes have to
manage it very carefully to ensure they�re getting the
proper diet.�

Audrie Shagren, District Health Services Supervisor,
finds strength in the collective efforts of Puyallup�s
school nurses.  They often consult with each other on the
challenges faced in their line of work and collaborate on
issues they share.

�Collaborating really increases the level of comfort
among the nurses, and it raises the level of professional-
ism for everyone,� says Shagren.

As her supervisor, Shagren says Vanaman �has worked at
every level from pre-school to twelfth grade, and she has
also worked in a children�s hospital setting.  She has
really great assessment skills she honed while working at
Mary Bridge Children�s Hospital. I really treasure her.�

School Nurse Denise Vanaman cares for Mt. View Elementary
fifth grader Alex Siemon.

(photo courtesy of  Nancy Kreuger)

Nurses help students be successful learners
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Work-based learning student
hones skills in automotive classes
On a sunny spring afternoon at Puyallup
High School, cars pull in and out of the
auto shop and groups of students gather
around cars wearing safety goggles.  Other
cars are hoisted into the air and the room
erupts with sound.  For 18-year-old work-
based learning student Emilio Galvan,
automotive classes are just part of his
training toward his goal of becoming an
automotive technician.

More than 120 students take classes
from the three levels of automotive
classes offered at Puyallup High School,
but Galvan�s commitment to the pro-
gram and success with summer intern-
ships has earned him a work-based
learning job at a dealership.

�Emilio has shown that he�s excelled in
the program over and above the expecta-
tions,� says Larry Turner, automotive
teacher.  �The ultimate for an automo-
tive student is employment in an auto
dealership with brand-specific or

manufacturer-specific training.�

During the summer, Galvan worked at
Hiatt Pontiac GMC through an internship
program, and plans to work at the dealer-
ship after graduation.  During the intern-
ship, he worked side by side with a
technician doing a broad range of repairs.

�Working in the dealership is a great way
to learn,� says Galvan.  �It�s different from
learning from a book because it�s all
hands-on.�

For 30 hours a week, Galvan works at the
Hiatt Pontiac GMC dealership through the
work-based learning program.  On
weekdays, he leaves school sixth period
and spends four hours a day working at
the dealership changing oil in cars. Galvan
works a ten hour day every Saturday.  In
addition to work, school, and a social life,
Galvan�s car consumes some of his time.
He started taking automotive and
manufacturing classes in tenth grade,

and learned that he had an aptitude for
the mechanical work needed for the
program.  Following graduation, Galvan

plans to become an auto technician for
GM.  �I like taking something broken
and making it work.�

Shaw Road donates books to library
Shaw Road Elementary students and staff
participated in a schoolwide, week-long
celebration of reading during its annual
Read Across America event.

In the process, the school earned 200 new
books for the Puyallup Public Library,
which were presented in March to
Children�s Librarian Carol Hopkins.

During the Read Across America event, a
United States map was posted outside of
the school library. For every 30 minutes a
student read at home, the Cat in the Hat
moved one mile. For every 32 miles
students and staff read, the school earned a
book for the Puyallup Library. The books
were purchased with a Community
Outreach Program grant from Summit
Uniserv Council.

In five days, the students and staff collec-
tively read 147,337 minutes and traveled
4,912 miles. This translated to 200 books
worth more than $2,000 for the Public

Puyallup Public Library Children�s Librarian Carol Hopkins (back
row, third from left) receives books donated by Shaw Road
Elementary (back row, from left): Principal David Sollars, Librarian
Lynne Walton, Teacher Karen McNamara, and student Troy Davis.
Front row from left: Students Erin Dorsey, Thomas Parfitt, Katelena
Grimoldby, and Kelly Parfitt.

Emilio Galvan looks under the hood of  his 1972 Nova during a
Puyallup High School automotive class.

Library.  The readers also earned 100 books
for their own Shaw Road Library. The
books were purchased with a grant from the
Washington Education Association.

During �Shaw Road Night� at the Public
Library, students gathered to present their
donation of books, hear the librarian read
a story, and share refreshments.

�Shaw Road really feels reading is an
important thing for our kids,� says Karen
McNamara, a fifth-grade teacher and
chairperson of the school�s Read Across
America event.

Read Across America was started as a
project by the National Education
Association as a way of encouraging
American children to read. Shaw Road
Elementary was one of many schools
throughout the Puyallup School District
that held reading activities and celebra-
tions in honor of this day, which coin-
cided with Dr. Seuss�s 100th birthday.


